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As this passage implies, Joseph's victory over his
mother was not quite as complete as outsiders such as
Catherine of Russia liked to think. Now that he was
virtually pledged to carry on this war of his own choosing,
her disapproval had made a belated appeal to him. He
wrote to Frederick of Prussia in the hope that the war
might still be averted, and that the Bavarian question
might be settled by peaceful negotiations.
Frederick, who always enjoyed a polemic, welcomed
this opportunity of pointing out to his younger adversary
that perhaps the time had passed when the Holy Roman
Emperor had the right to " dispose of imperial fiefs
as he saw fit." This phrase alone should have made
Joseph* realise that for Frederick this war of the Bavarian
Succession was merely a phase in his efforts to become
more powerful than the Holy Roman Emperor, who was
officially his master. During this crisis, furthermore,
when Joseph needed all the self-assurance he could
muster, he repressed his suspicions of Frederick; the
Emperor would not admit to himself that perhaps the
Prussian was encouraging their correspondence because
it was giving him more time to prepare for the war.
On July 5, Frederick's armies invaded Austrian
territory near Nachod, and the war had begun. All of
Maria Theresa's clear-sighted predictions came true, aad
Joseph was in despair. " Our enemy is stronger than
we are," he wrote miserably to his mother, as though
she had not been repeating this fact to him for months;
" they are prepared for anything, and the King of Prussia
is a great warrior. We are alone, we are entirely without
allies. There is not a moment to be lost. , . ."
A curious change came over Maria Theresa when she
iweived this outcry from Joseph, when he called on hex
to help him* As soon as she felt that he needed her—

